
FINE ARTS
2020 - 2021

PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLES

PANDEMIC PLANS
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Our First Baptist School performance
ensembles, consisting of band, choir, and
dance, have unique challenges to navigate as
this pandemic stretches into another school
year.  Over the summer, our directors have
been working under the guidance of various
music and dance professional organizations to
brainstorm creative and safe solutions to many
of these obstacles. We want to share a brief
outline of our plans to continue serving and
challenging our students in the performing arts
this year. 

Our overall goal is to increase each students’
individual abilities, while also safely sustaining
our school’s performing arts programs
throughout this unprecedented time.  Please
explore this brief summary of our Performing
Arts Pandemic Plans and reach out to the
specific program directors with any questions. 
While the performing arts all around the world
look a little different this year, the programs
still require funding and resources, especially if
we want them to flourish on the other side of
this pandemic. Thank you in advance for your
continued support of the performing arts
programs at First Baptist School.

DIRECTOR'S

NOTE

Susan Cram-Smith
Fine Arts Director

*Please note, our Art and Photography programs are
continuing this year, as well. However, they are not
specifically addressed below, as the purpose of this
document is to explain the plans for our performance
ensembles.

Susan Cram-Smith



DANCE

Official registration for K3-K5 dance as an
afterschool activity is delayed until second
semester. 
Throughout the first semester, all K3-K5
families will regularly receive brief video
lessons via email to introduce our youngest
students to the dance arts. 

Elementary and Middle School dancers will
have the opportunity to register for dance as
usual.
Throughout the first semester, dance
instruction will be virtual. Weekly
choreography videos will be posted to google
classroom and live “troubleshooting” online
classes will be scheduled as needed.
Weekly in-person “check ins” with small groups
of dancers in each class will take place outside
during the school day on the downtown
campus when COVID-19 numbers are
reduced. Dance families will be kept informed
as this situation develops.

K3-K5

1st-8th Grade

Susan Cram-Smith 
cram-smithS@fbschool.org

High School students are still able to take
“dance” as an elective class.
Throughout the first semester, high school
dance will be a virtual class.
Videos and lessons will be posted to google
classroom.
Live online meetings will be scheduled as
needed.

9th-12th Grade

All dance classes will learn choreography in
preparation for a spring performance opportunity
tentatively scheduled for Sunday, April 18th, 2021.
 The format of this performance (traditional stage,
open air outdoor, small group video, etc) will be
determined at a later date, depending on how the
year progresses.  We will be flexible! Smaller
ensemble performances may take place during
pending athletic event halftimes and/or may be
recorded and shared throughout the year,
including as part of our Virtual Lessons and Carols
in December.



HIGH SCHOOL BAND

High School students are still able to take “band” as an elective class.  
Throughout the first semester, high school band will be a virtual class.  Videos and lessons
will be posted to google classroom.
Live online Zoom meetings will be scheduled weekly. There will be an alternation between
one-on-one zoom lessons and virtual rehearsals.
This is a graded class that meets the Fine Arts credit requirement. 

9th-12th Grade

Band is, in essence a performance class, but while we are unable to perform concerts at this
time, we will be preparing for future performances.  Some students will be preparing for
auditions, while all will be preparing for a Spring Concert. The Spring Concert will either be in
the form of a traditional concert, an outdoor concert, or a virtual concert.

Jolene Hethcox
hethcoxj@fbschool.org



HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS

High School students are still able to take “chorus” as an elective class.  
Throughout the first semester, high school chorus will be a virtual class. 
Videos/recordings and lessons will be posted to google classroom.
Live online Zoom meetings will be scheduled weekly. There will be an alternation between
one-on-one zoom lessons and virtual rehearsals or sectionals.
This is a graded class that meets the Fine Arts credit requirement. 

9th-12th Grade

Chorus is, in essence, a performance class, and while we are unable to perform concerts at
this time, we will be preparing for future performances. The final project in the Fall will be
creating a virtual Christmas Concert. We will also prepare for a Spring Concert, which will
either be in the form of a traditional concert, an outdoor concert, or a virtual concert. At a
later date, and if deemed safe, we will have outdoor chorus rehearsals in small groups.

Jolene Hethcox
hethcoxj@fbschool.org



DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

BAND & CHOIR

Band & Choir members will meet by grade level in-person this school year either outdoors
or in the large sanctuary to ensure a safe distance between all members.
Registration forms will go home the first week of school. 
All students will be provided their own personal music tool kits as well as software
programs on their chromebooks to have a fully interactive music class.
Our Christmas Concert/Lessons & Carols will be done as a virtual performance on Sunday,
December 13th at 6 pm.  The spring concert will hopefully be in person scheduled for
Thursday, May 6th at 6:30 pm. 

The Hurricane Jazz Ensemble is for students who wish to advance their skills, and perform
some popular upbeat music.
Students will meet 10 times after school in the fall semester beginning Wednesday,
September 9th, and ending Wednesday, December 2nd.  (Wednesdays from 3:15pm -
4:15pm)

Hurricane Jazz Ensemble 
Dependent on health updates

Zippy Hood
hoodz@fbschool.org


