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W E E K  O N E  -  J O H N  1 : 1 - 14 ,  2 0 : 3 0 - 31  

Week of June 2 

 Welcome to the FBS 2019 Summer Devotional! Each week this summer, we will be 
reading through a portion of John’s Gospel together. This week we will introduce the Gospel 
of John, understand the purpose statement, and be introduced to the central character: 
Jesus. Before starting, check out this introduction to the Gospel of John.  

 Take some time to pray before beginning this study. Ask God to illuminate the meaning 
of the text to you. Once you’ve prayed, let’s dive into the passage, starting with John 
20:30-31. Here John gives the purpose statement for his Gospel. John tells his readers that 
the purpose of the book is to record signs that demonstrate that Jesus is the promised 
Messiah, a savior to take away the sin of the world. John further illuminates that believing in 
Jesus as Messiah will lead people to abundant life (also see John 10:10). Notice that the 
abundant life that Jesus speaks of doesn’t wait for eternity, but it begins to take shape in the 
life of the believer immediately. It will be important to see how this unfolds throughout the 
book of John, beginning in the first chapter.  

 In Chapter 1, John introduces Jesus in a way that is unique to this book. The other 
Gospels begin with Jesus coming into the world, but John begins with Jesus at the beginning 
of time! That’s right. Jesus is the eternal God who created the universe and everything 
within. John explains to his readers the Word is God and is with God in the beginning. If we 
read on to verse 14, John tells us that the Word takes on human flesh to dwell with us. The 
word “dwell” is the same word that describes the Tabernacle in the Old Testament, the place 
where God’s presence dwelt among His people. Jesus is the new Tabernacle, God’s presence 
on earth! John tells us that Jesus has come to earth to be the light of the world but also 
warns the reader that there will be trouble ahead: the world did not recognize Jesus as the 
light. The theme of light and darkness will be a reoccurring motif throughout John’s Gospel, 
so pay attention to that in future passages. Take some time now to read the passage through 
once or even twice. Consider what God is teaching you through His word and what it means 
for your life today that the eternal God came to dwell on the earth to show us the light.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-2e9mMf7E8


W E E K  T W O  -  J O H N  2 : 1 - 11  

Week of June 9 

 In the second chapter of John, we are introduced to the first sign concerning the 
Messiah. At first, it seems odd for Jesus’ first miracle to be such a trivial event. Jesus was at 
a wedding with his mother and his disciples. As the wedding progressed, the wine ran out, 
quite the social blunder. Jesus’ mother pushes him to do something about it, and he 
responds by saying, “My hour has not yet come.” Even so, Jesus tells the servants to fill the 
jars to the brim with water and to take some to the headwaiter. When the headwaiter tastes 
the water, he proclaims that the best wine has been saved for last!  

 What are we to make of this strange story? Why would this be the first sign concerning 
the Messiah? In order to make some sense of all this, let’s go back to Isaiah 25:6-8. Isaiah 
tells of a day when the Messiah would prepare a banquet of aged wine and the best meats 
for his people on the LORD’s mountain. John is letting his readers understand that the 
Israelite religious practices had run out of “wine” completely, and that Jesus had arrived to 
prepare a new banquet for God’s people with the best of wine. It had been a long wait for 
God to speak again to his people, but God was doing that now in the person of Jesus. The 
time for fasting and lamenting is over. It’s time to celebrate with a wedding feast!  

 John also invites us to look forward to the last days when the Messiah returns to set 
everything right. Revelation 21:1-5 assures us that, on the last day, there will be another 
wedding celebration: that of Christ and his Bride, the Church. All that is wrong with this 
world will be made right as God invites his people to live in his eternal presence! Take some 
time to pray and read these passages and reflect on what God is saying to you today.  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W E E K  T H R E E  -  J O H N  3 : 1 - 21  

Week of June 16 

 In chapter 3, John introduces a new character to the story: Nicodemus. Nicodemus is a 
Pharisee, an expert in the religious law. John takes care to tell the reader that Nicodemus 
came to visit Jesus at night, in the dark, but even Nicodemus could see that Jesus had a 
unique authority to perform signs and to teach about God. Jesus tells Nicodemus that the 
only way to understand God’s Kingdom is to be born again. Imagine hearing this for the first 
time. What could it even mean to be born again? Nicodemus asks Jesus how it is even 
possible to be born a second time.  

 Jesus tells Nicodemus that being born an Israelite is not sufficient to bring salvation; 
Nicodemus needed a second birth, a birth of faith. Nicodemus is still confused, and Jesus 
takes the opportunity to explain to him that the Son of Man (a messianic title from Daniel 
that Jesus is appropriating for himself) must be lifted up in order to bring life to the world. 
John expects his readers to understand that this “lifting up” is to come when Jesus is lifted 
up on the cross. It is here that John writes perhaps the most famous verse in the entire 
Bible, John 3:16. Here, two of the most prominent themes of John come together. Jesus is 
the light that illuminates truth and exposes evil in the dark. That light brings life to all who 
trust in his name. Nicodemus arrived in the dark, but he has seen the light of life! Take 
some time to pray and ask God to illuminate your life with the truth of his Word. As you 
read this passage, consider whether you have been born again by faith and what the 
implications of this second birth are for your life.  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W E E K  F O U R  -  J O H N  5 : 1 - 2 4  

Week of June 23 

 John 4 records the second sign pointing to Jesus as Messiah. Jesus healed a nobleman’s 
sick son without even being in the presence of the boy. In John 5, we find the third sign: 
Jesus continues his ministry of healing but with more controversy attached. Jesus is in 
Jerusalem, the holy city, and he walks by the Pool of Bethesda. There, a group of disabled 
people are gathered, and they are hoping to be healed. It is said that when the waters of the 
pool are stirred, some believed by angels, it could provide healing to those who entered the 
waters.  

 A man who has not been able to walk for thirty-eight years is sitting on a mat beside 
the pool, hoping that someone will help him enter the pool when the water is stirred. Yet, 
he hopes to no avail. Jesus notices the man and asks him if he wants to be well. One of the 
most striking things about Jesus’ public ministry is his awareness of those who are 
unnoticed, unloved, and untouchable. Jesus sees this man that people have ignored for 
decades and addresses him. The man essentially responds to Jesus by saying that he needs 
help entering the pool, but Jesus tells him to get up, take his mat, and walk. The man does 
just that!  

 This is not the end of the story because the man encounters the Pharisees and teachers 
of the law while carrying his mat and walking. The trouble is that the man was carrying his 
mat on the Sabbath and, in the minds of the Pharisees, is violating the commandment to 
rest on the Sabbath. They want to know why he is doing it, and he tells them about Jesus 
who healed him. The Pharisees confront Jesus about healing on the Sabbath, and Jesus takes 
the opportunity to say, “My Father is still working, and I am working also.” This was 
blasphemy to the Pharisees: how could this man claim to be equal with God? Jesus goes on 
to say that he is the resurrection and the life! Take some time to pray and read the passage 
and ask how God may calling you to notice the unnoticed people around you and follow 
through by loving them as God does.  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W E E K  F I V E  -  J O H N  6 : 1 - 14 ,  3 5  

Week of June 30 

 In John 6, we find the fourth and fifth signs that John records concerning the Messiah. 
These signs are familiar to most of us: Jesus feeds a crowd of at least 5,000 people with a 
couple of fish and a few loaves of bread and then Jesus walks on water to meet the disciples 
in the boat. Having read these stories many times tends to make us lose the wonder that we 
should have when considering these incredible moments in the life of Jesus. We often forget 
that he fed thousands of people with one kid’s dinner! He walks on water!  

 However, the most incredible verse in John 6 might be verse 35. At the opening of the 
chapter, Jesus fed many with bread and, in verse 35, Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.” Here 
Jesus makes the first of the seven “I am” statements. The phrase “I am” connects back with 
the Old Testament Scriptures, particularly the story of Moses. When Moses encountered 
God on Mt. Horeb as a burning bush, God revealed his personal name to Moses, Yahweh. 
The name for God means “I am who I am.” God is the eternal creator of all that exists. God 
is the unchanging, all powerful, all wise, everywhere present, holy one, and yet he reveals 
himself to Moses as “I am.” When Jesus uses “I am” language, he is making a very particular 
and striking claim that his Jewish audience would have understood. Jesus is asserting that 
he is one with Yahweh, the creator God.  

 Make no mistake, the audience listening to Jesus knew that Passover was approaching 
and that bread played a central role in the Passover celebration. Jesus is saying to those 
listening, I am the bread that will free you from the slavery and oppression of sin and bring 
abundant life to you now and in eternity. Israel had been awaiting a new Exodus, and the 
time had now come! Take some time to pray and read the passage. Consider what kind of 
“bread” you may be consuming to sustain your life. How might Jesus offer of the “bread of 
life” be calling you today?  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W E E K  S I X  -  J O H N  8 : 1 - 12 ,  9 : 1 - 12  

Week of July 7 

 In John 9, we find the sixth sign that John records: Jesus heals the man born blind. 
Jesus takes time to correct his disciples’ assumption that being born blind was the result of 
some sin of the man or his parents. It’s natural to try and explain away particular hardships 
by connecting them to personal failures or even particular blessings by connecting them to 
personal righteousness, but Jesus warns us against drawing such conclusions here. 
Sometimes bad things happen to undeserving people because we live in a world that is 
broken and tainted by sin.  

 Jesus makes mud in the sand and puts it into the eyes of the blind man. Jesus then 
gives the man instructions to go wash the mud out in the Pool of Siloam. When the man 
does this, he is healed. Jesus is reaching into a broken world and gradually bringing 
restoration into it. This story is meant to draw the reader back to chapter 8 where Jesus 
proclaims, “I am the light of the world.” Jesus is bringing light to those in the dark.  

 While the man healed in Chapter 9 has no particular sin to cause his trouble, Jesus 
rescues a woman out of a mess of her own making in the opening to Chapter 8. Here we 
find the Pharisees and scribes preparing to stone a woman caught in the act of adultery (of 
course adultery is an act that requires two parties, but the Pharisees singled out the woman 
for punishment here). The Pharisees use this moment in order to try and trap Jesus. They 
ask whether they should stone the woman, in keeping with the law, or show her mercy. 
Jesus, as he always does, navigates their trap with wisdom. Jesus proclaims that he without 
sin may cast the first stone. Jesus was the only one there who could actually pick up a rock 
to stone her, and, once everyone had gone away, Jesus proclaims that she is not condemned 
and sends her on her way to leave her life of sin. The light of Christ reveals sin but does not 
bring condemnation to those who place their faith in him. The light of Christ leads to life! 
Take some time to pray and read through the text. When the light of Christ shines on you, 
what does it reveal? Remember that Christ comes not to condemn but to bring life to you 
today!   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W E E K  S E V E N  -  J O H N  11 : 1 - 4 5  

Week of July 14 

 John 11 records the last, and most incredible, of the seven signs. Jesus gets news that 
his dear friend Lazarus is sick. After some deliberation, Jesus decides that he will go and see 
Lazarus, but his disciples are concerned that going back to Judea will cause trouble for Jesus. 
When Jesus finally arrives, Lazarus has been dead for days. Lazarus’ sisters are in mourning, 
and knowing that Jesus could’ve healed Lazarus, they accusingly ask Jesus why he did not 
arrive sooner. Here Jesus pronounces, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Martha, sister of 
Lazarus, misunderstands Jesus and emphasizes that she knows Lazarus will be raised at the 
end of time, but Jesus has other plans.  

 When Jesus arrives at the tomb and sees Mary, another sister of Lazarus, crying, he too 
begins to cry. Jesus is grieved by the death of his friend. Still, Jesus proceeds to have the 
tomb unsealed. Then Jesus beckons Lazarus from the tomb, and, unbelievably, Lazarus 
walks out of the grave! Jesus has demonstrated that he has power over life and death. John 
wraps up his account of the messianic signs here, but this seventh sign points forward to 
the death and resurrection of Jesus as well, bringing us to the second half of John’s account 
(next week). Take some time to pray and ask God to illuminate truth through his word. 
Read the passage and consider the implications of a God who can raise the dead to life. Who 
do you know that needs to be introduced to this Jesus who can raise the dead? Pray for them 
right now that they might come to know the Resurrection and the Life!  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W E E K  E I G H T  -  J O H N  10 : 1 - 21 ,  14 : 6 - 7  

Week of July 21 

 Watch this Introduction to the second half of John before starting today. The first 
twelve chapters of John cover nearly three years of Jesus public ministry and the final nine 
chapters focus primarily on the events of one calendar week. What does that tell the reader 
about the importance of this one week? It ought to make us pause and really understand 
that this is the central focus of the book, the final week of Jesus’ life, the events of his death, 
and the resurrection that takes place on the third day.  

 Jesus begins to prepare his disciples for his absence, but they continually do not 
understand exactly what Jesus means by this. John 14 contains another oft-quoted verse in 
John’s Gospel. In John 14:6, Jesus proclaims that “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” 
but what does Jesus mean by this? Readers can get some insight into this question by going 
back to what Jesus taught in John 10:1-21. Here Jesus makes two more “I am” statements 
about himself.  

 Jesus says in John 10:7, “I am the gate for the sheep.” Jesus’ original audience would’ve 
understood the protecting nature of the gate. The gate was not meant to constrain the sheep 
but to keep out predators that meant harm to the sheep. How could the sheep, once lost, 
find their way back to the gate? The sheep had to know the voice of the shepherd and to 
follow him. In verse 11, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd.” The good shepherd is willing 
to lay down his life to protect the sheep from wolves and predators. The good shepherd 
knows the sheep by name and leads them back to safety. He is not like the hired hand who 
flees at the first sign of danger. These are his sheep, and he will go to extreme lengths to 
bring them home. Take time to pray and read through the text. How should it change your 
life today to know that Jesus is the good shepherd seeking to bring you back into the fold of 
safety within his gates?  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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUfh_wOsauk


W E E K  N I N E  -  J O H N  18 - 19  

Week of July 28 

 Chapters 18 and 19 take a more somber tone as they focus on the events immediately 
leading up to Jesus’ death. It’s important to note that Jesus surrenders willingly and 
encourages his followers not to put up a fight. This is the mission for which Jesus was sent. 
Jesus appears before the high priest and before Pilate, the Roman governor. There is a back 
and forth exchange concerning Jesus’ claims to be king, and Jesus is sure to clarify that his 
kingdom is not an earthly one. Pilate succumbs to the pressure to have Jesus crucified, and 
Jesus dies quickly, proclaiming with his last breath, “It is finished.” Following his death, 
Jesus is pierced with a spear and taken from the cross to be buried. Two members of the 
Sanhedrin who had secretly been followers of Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 
(remember him from chapter 3?) prepared him for burial in Jospeh’s tomb.  

 John gives sparing detail about the crucifixion itself because his first readers would 
have been well acquainted with the horror and shame of such a death. Modern readers 
should understand that Jesus was severely beaten and bloodied even before being nailed to 
the cross. Once upon the cross, slowly suffocated to death. Why is any of this necessary? 
Romans 3:23, 6:23, 5:6-8, and 10:9-10 give insight. Romans 3 tells us that every person who 
has lived on the earth is guilty before God. Romans 6 tells us that the punishment for sin is 
death but that God desires to give every person life eternal. Romans 5 makes it clear that we 
are helplessly lost to sin, but that Jesus, motivated by his great love for us, was willing to 
rescue us by dying in our place. Finally, Romans 10 tells us that in order to receive the 
blessings of this gift we must confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that he has risen from 
the dead (more on that next week). Take some time to pray and thank God for his gracious 
gift of life. Read these texts and ponder the vast extent of God’s love for you today.  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W E E K  T E N  -  J O H N  2 0  

Week of August 4 

 Chapter 20 gives John’s account of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Notice that when 
Mary Magdalene arrives at the tomb to find it empty, she does not jump to the conclusion 
that Jesus is alive. In fact, she believes that someone has stolen his body. She runs and tells 
Peter and John what has happened, and they race to the tomb to see for themselves. They 
went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths lying there without a body and believed 
Mary’s testimony that the body was missing. After they left, Jesus appeared to Mary, but she 
did not initially recognize him. When she realized it was him, she excitedly exclaimed, 
“Teacher!” She then ran to tell Jesus’ disciples what had happened.  

 Later that evening, Jesus appeared to his disciples who were hiding in fear in a locked 
room. Jesus shows them his body, reveals his scars, and gives them the Holy Spirit. It was a 
week later when Jesus finally appeared to Thomas, who was struggling to believe that Jesus 
was, in fact, alive. When Thomas finally sees Jesus, he proclaims, “My Lord and my God.” 
Jesus commends Thomas for his belief but also says that blessed are those who will not 
physically see him and yet will believe in his resurrection. John concludes chapter 20 by 
reminding the reader that everything recorded within the book is to provide testimony 
concerning Jesus that all those who, like Thomas, are struggling to believe them can know 
that Jesus is the resurrected Messiah who comes to bring life! 
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